
Pastor’s Letter 

 

Dear Friends, 

 Today we celebrate the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord, the conclusion of 

the Church’s Christmas Season. Monday begins Ordinary Time which takes us up 

to February 18th, Ash Wednesday, the beginning of our Lenten Season. Today at 

my Masses, we will have the Renewal of our Baptismal Promises, followed by the 

Sprinkling Rite. This is one of three times I do this at Sunday Mass. The other 

times are Easter and Pentecost. 

 With Christmas now over, it’s time for some much needed thank you's: 

thank you to Patrick, Sister Jeanette, and the Altar Society for decorating the 

Church. The Church looked beautiful! A big thank you to Rich and the Choir for 

the great music.  The Parish Christmas Concert you had on December 21st, plus the 

music at the Christmas Masses, was second to none. Thank you to the Lectors, 

Eucharistic Ministers, Altar Servers, Greeters and Ushers. A special shout out to 

the Knights of Columbus who ushered the 5 o’clock Christmas Eve Masses in the 

Church and Hall. Both places were packed and the Knights provided much needed 

direction. 

 Lastly in the thank you department, I want to thank you, the parishioners of 

OLL, for your very generous support. The Christmas Collection amounted to over 

$35,000. I keep saying it, and I hope you believe it: “You are the best!” 

 I have asked Annie from our Youth Ministry Program to speak at all Masses 

today. Annie is a wife and mother of 3 boys, 2 of them who go to our school. 

Annie will be talking about Pro Life Issues as well as the West Coast Walk for Life 

in San Francisco on Saturday, January 24. We are a Pro Life People. We are a Pro 

Life Church.  The least we can do as a parish is to have a talk like this once a year. 

Thank you, Annie, for saying “yes” in giving this talk. 

 I’ve saved the best for last. As some of you know, Father Neil Healy of St. 

Anselm’s will be retiring here come the end of January. For you old timers, Father 

Neil was here in the 80’s with Father (now Bishop) Tom Daly. I’ve heard many a 



story about the two of them and Monsignor Keane. Maybe that’s one reason why 

Monsignor lost all his hair? Anyway, I’m delighted to have Father Neil on board 

and to have him once again a part of OLL.   

               

Happy New Year! 

Father Brian 


