
Pastor’s Letter 

 

Dear Friends, 

 This coming Advent week, we celebrate three great feasts of Mary.  

 1) On Monday, December 8th, we celebrate the feast of the 

Immaculate Conception, the patronal feast of the United States. This feast 

teaches us that Mary was conceived from the very moment of her existence, 

without Original Sin. Because of the importance of this day, it is a Holy Day 

of Obligation. Masses here at OLL will be at 9am, 6pm and 7:30pm in 

Spanish. 

 2)  On Wednesday, December 10th, we celebrate the feast of Our Lady 

of Loretto, the name of our parish. In talking with parishioners, I have found 

few people who know anything about Our Lady of Loretto. Thus, the 

following brief history. 

 The Holy House of the Blessed Virgin is located in Loretto, Italy, and 

it is said to be the home in which Mary was born and where the Angel 

Gabriel appeared to her. 

 Mary’s home had long been revered in her hometown of Nazareth, 

and the apostles are said to have used the residence as a church. After the 

fall of the Latin Church in Jerusalem in 1291, tradition says that angels 

transported Mary’s home from Nazareth to what is now Croatia. They later 

carried the home to Italy where it eventually came to Loretto in 1295.  

 The shrine of Our Lady of Loretto was believed to be the site of many 

miracles. In 1482, the shrine officially became a parish and, two years later, 

was placed under papal protection. A basilica was built on the site in the 

1500’s. 

 Because of the tradition that angels had carried Mary’s house through 

the air to Italy. Our Lady of Loretto is the patroness of aviation and 

construction workers. 



3) On Friday, December 12th, we celebrate the feast of Our Lady of 

Guadalupe, who on this day in 1531 appeared to an Indian named Juan 

Diego, who was canonized a saint by Pope John Paul II in 2001. Our Lady 

of Guadalupe is the patroness of the America’s. Even though this is not a 

Holy Day of Obligation, Masses on Friday will be at 12 midnight in 

Spanish, 9am, and 7pm in Spanish. There will also be a procession from Old 

Town to the Church at 5:30pm. A brief history on the impact of Guadalupe 

in Mexico follows. 

At the time of Mary’s appearance in 1531, Catholicism was relatively 

new in Mexico. It is thought that the first Mass on Mexican soil had 

occurred less than 15 years earlier. Mary’s apparition had a powerful effect 

on the increase in conversions of the native people after that time. 

Today, Catholicism remains the majority religion in Mexico. The 

2010 census found that about 84 percent of Mexicans identified themselves 

as Catholic. The Vatican estimates the number is even higher, nearly 92 

percent. 

But, as in the United States, the number of Mexicans leaving the 

Church has increased in recent years. According to one study, more than 

1,000 Mexicans left the Catholic Church every day over the past 10 years. 

One Mexican Bishop estimated that of the people remaining in the Church, 

only 15 percent go to Mass. The Archdiocese of Mexico City is the world’s 

largest Catholic Archdiocese with approximately 7 million Catholics. It has 

about 150,000 baptisms a year – a number that is more than the entire 

Catholic population in many Dioceses around the world. And it all started 

back on December 12, 1531 with Mary’s appearance to Juan Diego at 

Guadalupe 

Happy Immaculate Conception Day! 

Happy Loretto Day! 

Happy Guadalupe Day! 

Happy Advent! 

Father Brian 


